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THE BALLAD OF MULAN _ DAnonymous
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- English Tanslation and Pinyiby Feng Xiaming -

(Note:Pinyinto enable entry by ordinary keyboard:
ji- = first tone, jiO = second tone, ji* = third toné&s flourth tone.)
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ji jI aggin jI i, Mulan in frot of door weave
QJi ji,Oand @i ji,O Mulan weaves in front of the door.
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ONow we donOt hear the loom shuttle; we only hear our daughter
sighing.
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Daughter, what are you thinking about? What are you nostalgic
over?0
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Ol am not thinking about anything, and | am not nostalgic.
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Last night | saw the conscription notice; itOs the KhanOs Great Gall
up.
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There are twelve scrolls of army rolls, and every scroll has FatherOs
name.O

T % L XK L, K 2 &L K X,

B ZF§ XV EBA § NFBA § MIBOBOH?-YJPOH

OBO GBUIFS COHP NVYPO MBOOP EMEBSFS
Father has no elder son; | have no big brother.
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Let me buy saddle and horse, and go to war in FatherOs place.O
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In the east market a fine horse is bought; in the west market, a
saddle and its skirt;
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In the south market, a bridle; in the north market, a long whip.
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In the morning she says goodbye to her parents; in the evening she
sleeps at the side of the Yellow River.

CVA § )@FGDJ§(D\I—BOA OoVv? TIFOH

OPUIFB&SBUIFS NBMMSEBVHIUFS TPVOE
She doesnOt hear the sound of parents calling her,
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But hears the sound of the Yellow RiverOs water goingja, jian.O
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In the morning she says gocttye to the Yellow River; in the
evening she sleeps on the Black Mountains.
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She doesnOt hear the sound of parentdlice her,
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But hegrs the §ound of the Yan MountainsO barbarian horsemen
going Qiu, jiu.O
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For thousands of miles, she goes wherever the battle takesrh
crossing passes and mountains as if she flew.
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Frigid air tra nsmits the night watch claps; frosty light illumes the
iron armor.
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Generals die after a hundred battles; heroes return after ten yearsO
time.

! ciHai _F > 1989 ed., Shanghai, p. 1453 under enting@® g ™ j «kI£ g2M
»Y R (the clap board that night watchmen hits to announce the hour). 1tOs interesting

here that the clap board is referred to as being a OgoldenO or metallic one, perhaps yellow
copper, as ordimg night watch clap boards are made of wood. Perhaps in the army the
night watch clap boards are made of metal?
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They return to see the Son of Heaven, sitting in the Bright Hall.
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The merit scrolls confer twelve promotions, awarded to thousands
of strong men.
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The Khan asks what she wants. OMulan doesnOt need to be an
Imperial Cabinet Official 3,
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I0d like a good camelOs thousamle hooves, to carry me back
home.O

2 Op. Cit, p. 1511, under the entrgliar®~_ ™ j_i[« 06 (to changeofficial
position.

3 Op. Cit, p. 1258, under the entrgiang shu lanQ~ ™ “g56@8 ¢I
P b cbNa#A"Id-I" Since the Wei and Jin Dynastign various

departments of the Imperial Cabinet E have officials E who administer overall affairs
and are generally known abBang shu lan§©
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Hearing that Daughter is coming, the parents come outside the city
walls, supporting each other.
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Hearing that Little Sister is coming, Big Sister puts on her makeup
in front of the door.
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Hearing that Big Sister is coming, Little Brother sharpens the knife,
eyeing the pig and goat.
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Ol open up my east bedroom door; | sit on my west bedroom bed.
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Op. cit, p. 1120 under entrjigngd~"+® ™ j§ ?  (support and help).

Op. cit, p. 1120, under entryzBuang ). ™ j).i d b Yab™"b +QyNJ). ™
makeup, as in OE in front of you, sire, | wash off my makeupO).

Op. cit, p. 998, under entryg@ "e© ™ jv (bedroom).
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| take off my wartime clothes; | put on my old times dress.O
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At the window she arranges cloudike hair; facing the mirror she
pastes on her yellow forehead ornaments.
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She comes out to see her comrades; her comrades are all shocked.
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OWe march together for twelve years, and we donOt know that
Mulan is a lady!O
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! Op. cit, p. 634, under entryh@a huan@~€nl ™M jXmi b  @-nl N° OKUE€

mC \UrhEj E (ornamentEpasting on the forehead golden yellow paper cut into
the shape of star, moon, flower, or did

8 Op. Cit, p. 1709, under entrysbud~ & ™ j<e  (at thebeginning; 4Z)IA-™

% ki©G2¢D then i3 possible that these two lines desctibe to distinguish
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OThe male rabbit hops from the beginning; the female rabbitOs eyes
are misty;
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Both rabbits are running along the ground; how can you tell
whether | am male or female?0O

between male and female rabbitgub «"Ea ™ a2f("_Fd-™ap ) but
Qou shu®mayalso bean onomatopoeia, describing the male rabbitOs run.

9 Op. Cit, p. 1183, under entyn®liO~" O A ™j1 0" (indistinct unclear).



