M

The Songof the Spirit of Righteousness

, O AB9 By Wen Tian-xiang of the Song Dynasty

Lo!G Translated and Annotated by Feng Xning 2008
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(Written by Wen Tianxiangshortly before execution for repeated refuealive
yearsto surrender to the dhgol Kublai Khan after capture)

A®bPM dOi(t-

tian- di° you® zheng’ qi’, zaO ranO fu’ liuO xingd

In the world there is the spirit of righteousess taking many forms, bestowedn the
ever-changing things

hAE % &EdjAE % UK
xia® zeO weiO heO yue’, shang’ zeO weiO 1" xing
Below they arethe rivers and mountains; abovehey arethe sun and stars.

o[U | dO+ae-T
yu- renO yue” hao” ranO, pei’ hu” saiang- ming®
With people it is calledthe spirit of honor and fearlessnessso vast itfill s the
universe.

-)...07drqY -
huangO Iu” dangging- yiO, hanO heO tu* mingO tingO
When the empire is tranquil one pours forth harmony in the splendid court.
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shiGgiongQiethai” jian', yi- yi- chuiGlan- ging-
When times are extreme true fidelity is seen, and goes down in history case after
case.

A& d EeO
zai" qiQai” shi” jian®, zai® jin® dong” huGi®
During the State of Qi it is the official historianOs bamboo slatsluring the State of
Jin it is Dong HUOS pen
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zai" qinO zhangliangO zhui zai* han® su- wu jieO
During the Qin Dynasty’ it is Zhang Liang®s hammerduring the Han Dynasty’ it is
Su WuOsimbassadorial $aff.
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weiGyandiang- jun- touQweiGi- shi zhong- xue®
It is General YanOs headt is Imperial Attendant JiOs blood
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weiCzhang- sui- yangO cHi, weid/anGhangGhan- sheO

It is ZhangOgeeth at Sui Yang it is YanOs tonguat Chang Shan

ZhangOs teeth at Sui Yanig: 757 C.E. during the famous OAn$han RebeibnO, after
being bsieged for ten months Sui Yarg¢  City finally fell to rebel troopsindthe
commanderGeneral Zhang Xurl , was captured Before executiohis interrogation

made fun of the fadhat during the ten months of siege Zhang >hadlost all but three
of his teeth because he yellsolloudand bit his teeth so hard during fighting that they
broke. Zhang Xun roared his denunciation of the rebels and was ex&tuted.
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huo™ weiO liao® dongao”, ging- cao- li° bing- xue®
Or it is the Eastern Liao hat, the incorruptibility purer'#$%é&ce and snow.
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huo™ weiO chushi- biao”, gui* shenO qi° zhuang’ lie’

Or it is the Memorials to Embark on the Campaignbthe courage and fierce loyalty
make gods and spirits weep.
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huo™ wei@u’ jiang- jiO, kangkai” tun- huQieO
Or it is the oar during the River crossingbthe fervencyswallowsup the barbarians.
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D% @ «dO $ "NS
huo™ weiQi- zeiChu’, ni* shu’ tou(o’ lie’ 3
Or it is the court tablet striking the villain , breaking therebel rogueOs head.
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- (+(&A11$)+$))+&)(3(%!)+.Ci++(18-A1+$218/71).11&/41 --1)+(1,8.15! +$21+(&4!
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J OV, Sd !'= A
shi’ gi* suo” bang’ boQlin” lie* wan™ gu” cunO
What is permeated by his spirit lives on forever revered*’

. o
.l«UUd[aA

dang- giO guan’ ri’ yue’, shengsi”* an- zuO lun®

It links up the cosmo&, sohow canlife and deathcompare in importance?
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QBve translated!  here as Orevered® asiin and not Oicy, coldO as iK ;|
think this is the authorOs intended meaning.
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di* weiQai’ yi* Ii", tian- zhu' lai® yi* zun-

The Corners of Earth dependon it to stand; the Pillars of Heavendepend on itto
maintain their honor.

gd%OVd8E % "]
san- gang- shiO ximing’, dao" yi* weiO zhigen-
The Three Relationshipsreally do determine oneOs lifemoral righteousness is the
root.

The ThreeRelationships(san gang g d ): are the relationships between ruler and
subject, between father and son, and between husband and wife.

O/A¢Xd°p¥”b
jie- yuGgou® yangQiu~, li° ye” shiCou’ Ii° 3
Sad that | met with the Yang Ning the slaves really didnOgxert themselves.
>).3$H"# laZ B O Ht XIN(/2!).1)+(1Ke$%('V&YD<0('U$2-./)C%(2!a¢ X Y2 1!
)+8&)1&8/(10/(2(%)!$%! (3(/<'K(.%@bL!.-1?5>PP!<(&/25!&%4!$2!C2(4").!7 (&% (W)/(7(8<!
,&418C'69

9- I¢dA OE
chu” giu® yingqiGyuan-, chuanChe- song™ gionglbeiO
The head of the prisoners of wamas tied up andsent onthe transport cart to the
extreme north.

Head of the prisoners of walt)+(1&C)+./1$21/(-(//$%;!).1+$72(8-1+(/(&™

"@| take the liberty here to interpréd U, literally Othe sun and the moonQ, as meaning

the cosmo®the two most important celestial bodies being used as the symbol for the
cosnos. Chinese terms involving more than one character are composed of characters
that can be words by themselves, and therefore often connote, besides the meaning of the
term itself, meanings of that of the characters themselves. So here one can &ke the t

U U to mean both the cosmos as well as the sun and moon.
"Z1r%8%$6(!gC.1Y+&%;!1J.C!la2((l0O Y W 20%M)*%N$*8%@#06883$B6;% M BRRE{S+#%

9/>>)*+61,%6%=0%:**/+6+$/*F(49!,<IgC.1d$&YE.C! @ | "QPN*9BSL.%:DV/(!
A.62! 843 11&O($!"ZQ>05414.1%.)!,(88(3()+(((%)$/(10+/&2(9 - 1¢  1$2!8%!



{BEZ%rdE™" {
ding” guo™ gan- ru0 yi0, qiub-2hi* ke ded )
The cauldron would have been sweet asyrup; | sought it but couldnOt geit.

OO«lUeaedFEéHAY
yin- fang@qu® guiChuo”, chun- yuan™ men' tian- hei-
The dark room was silent withghost fires; the spring gardenwas depressingvith
dark skies.

iIXeSOdROp .

niudi’ tongQyi- zao', ji- gi- feng™ huangO shid

Cattle and the thoroughbredshared the samemanger, the phoenix ate from the
chickenOso0st.

Cattle and the thoroughbred; phoenixE chickenOs rodte author is comparing
himself to the thoroughbred and the phoenix, laasito share lodgings with the unrefined,
i.e. the cattle and chicken.

Sftifd+*Ve -
yi- zhao- mengQ@vu’ Iu”, fen” zuo™ gou- zhong- jiO

Shouldthe dew and fog geto me one morning, my fate would have beethat of a
corpse castinto a ditch.?°
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The dew andog get to me:this phraseneansecoming il| probablyalso, by the Odew
and fogOspecifically meaningpecoming illfrom the moist, dank place in which he was
imprisoned.

a4Z+|d04a 49

ruGin zai' hanGshu”, bai® Ii° zi® pi° yi°

| lived like that for another winter and summer, yetall the ailments* stayed away
from me?.

NO2O d% ¢A€7
ai- zai- ju* ru’ chang®, wei® wo” ate’ guoO
How sadthat a low, wetspacé® is now my tranquil land!

EPUG, 7dOC¢”e.
gi” you” ta- miu” giao”, yin- yang® buhengO zeiO
There can be noother trickery ; neither Yin nor Yang can stealfrom me.

¥&.. .. dfV ®c

gu” ci* geng” geng” zai', yang” shi® fu® yunO baiO
With this in mind | am at peace; | look above to the floating white clouds.

...... ¢tDJd*AOb=

you- you- wo” xin- you-, cang- tian- heO yo(jiO
My heart is sad but relaxed donOt tell mehat the blue sky has an end*

j[USAdJe V=

zhe@enGi® yi* yuan®, dian” xing&rai® su’ xi-

#1:$87(%)1./1 & LSURY621)+(1$882!,/.C+)!,<!)+ @ OBK3$)&8! (%(/;<L1%.)!-8.1$%:!
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The philosophers@ays are far from us; our modelsare in the past?®

,8«a@ d 8KkY

feng- yanCzhan” shu- duQgu” dao’ zhao™ yanGse’
Under the eaes | open the book and readthe ancient Way lights up my face.
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