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(Written by Wen Tian-xiang shortly before execution for repeated refusal for five 
years to surrender to the Mongol Kublai Khan after capture) 
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tian- di` you^ zheng` qi`, zaÕ ranÕ fu` liuÕ xingÕ 
In the world there is the spirit of righteousness, taking many forms, bestowed on the 
ever-changing things. 
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xia` zeÕ weiÕ heÕ yue`, shang` zeÕ weiÕ ri` xing- 
Below they are the rivers and mountains; above they are the sun and stars. 
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yu- renÕ yue^ hao` ranÕ, pei` hu^ sai- cang- mingÕ 
With people it is called the spirit of honor and fearlessness, so vast it fill s the 
universe. 
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huangÕ lu` dang- qing- yiÕ, hanÕ heÕ tu^ mingÕ tingÕ 
When the empire is tranquil one pours forth harmony in the splendid court. 

 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
" !�t ��is taken to mean Òvarying, changingÓ here, as in �t�ˆ�€�»�8�Ì�›�Ð�7�6�”	þ�j
�•�Ø	��‘�d�j	� ���������Ë�d�K ���������+�•�f ��
��

#!	��Í�€�•�Ø	��‘�d�j	� ���������Ë�d�K ���������+�•�j�M�}�]�\�˜	��d	��Í�˜	��d�@�1�8
�•�W�‘���‘�j�¨	�	��”�Ä
H�d�—�Ð�k�¬���©�f !



! #!

�Û�Ê�·�W���d�S�S�ç�—�¡ ��
shiÕ qiongÕ jieÕ nai^ jian`, yi- yi- chuiÕ dan- qing- 
When times are extreme true fidelity is seen, and goes down in history case after 
case. 
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zai` qiÕ tai` shi^ jian^, zai` jin` dong^ huÕ bi^   
During the State of Qi it is the official historianÕs bamboo slats; during the State of 
Jin it is Dong HuÕs pen. 
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zai` qinÕ zhang- liangÕ zhui-, zai` han` su- wu^ jieÕ 
During the Qin Dynasty5 it is Zhang LiangÕs hammer; during the Han Dynasty6 it is 
Su WuÕs ambassadorial staff . 
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weiÕ yanÕ jiang- jun- touÕ, weiÕ ji- shi` zhong- xue^  
It is General YanÕs head; it is Imperial  Attendant JiÕs blood. 
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weiÕ zhang- sui- yangÕ chî, weiÕ yanÕ changÕ shan- sheÕ  
It is ZhangÕs teeth at Sui Yang; it is YanÕs tongue at Chang Shan.��
��

ZhangÕs teeth at Sui Yang: in 757 C.E. during the famous ÒAn Lu-shan RebellionÓ, after 
being besieged for ten months Sui Yang �•
¢ ��City finally fell to rebel troops and the 

commander, General Zhang Xun 
u�� , was captured.  Before execution his interrogation 
made fun of the fact that during the ten months of siege Zhang Xun had lost all but three 
of his teeth because he yelled so loud and bit his teeth so hard during fighting that they 
broke.  Zhang Xun roared his denunciation of the rebels and was executed.11 
��
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huo` weiÕ liaoÕ dong- mao^, qing- cao- li` bing- xueÕ 
Or it is the Eastern Liao hat, the incorruptibility  purer"#$%& ice and snow. 
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�Ð�‰���ª�Œ�d	ú	Z� �o	! ��
huo` weiÕ chu- shi- biao^, gui^ shenÕ qi` zhuang` lie ̀
Or it is the Memorials to Embark on the Campaign Ð the courage and fierce loyalty 
make gods and spirits weep. 
��

Memorials to Embark on the Campaign:!!I+(!0/$7(!7$%$2)(/!E+CD;(!`$&%;5!.-!I+/((!
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�Ð�‰�¨�ê �B�d�Ó�Q�G�á�ç ��
huo` weiÕ du` jiang- jiÕ, kang- kai^ tun- huÕ jieÕ  
Or it is the oar during the River crossing Ð the fervency swallows up the barbarians. 
��
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�Ð�‰�Ø���•�d	Õ�$�˜	N
S ��
huo` weiÕ ji- zeiÕ hu`, ni` shu` touÕ po` lie` 
Or it is the court tablet striking  the villain , breaking the rebel rogueÕs head.��
��
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�J	��Ô�¼ �S�d��	!�¬���À ��
shi` qi` suo^ bang` boÕ, lin^ lie` wan` gu^ cunÕ 
What is permeated by this spirit lives on forever revered.17 

 
�…�I�«�Ú�Ü�d�[�å�Ä���� ��
dang- qiÕ guan` ri` yue`, sheng- si^ an- zuÕ lun ̀
I t links up the cosmos18, so how can life and death compare in importance? 
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"Q!IÕve translated ��	!  here as ÒreveredÓ as in ���Í  and not Òicy, coldÓ as in ���K  ; I 
think this is the authorÕs intended meaning.��



! @!

 
�®�j�`�ø�m�d�Â�R�`�ø�/ ��
di` weiÕ lai` yi^ li`, tian- zhu` lai` yi^ zun- 
The Corners of Earth depend on it to stand; the Pillars of Heaven depend on it to 
maintain their  honor.  

 
�g�d�¼�©�v�d�8�È�‰�˜�ì ��
san- gang- shiÕ xi` ming`, dao` yi` weiÕ zhi- gen- 
The Three Relationships really do determine oneÕs life; moral righteousness is the 
root. 
��

The Three Relationships (san gang �g�d ): are the relationships between  ruler and 
subject, between father and son, and between husband and wife. 
 
 


Ó�/�Ä
¢�X�d�°�p�¼�”�b ��
jie- yuÕ gou` yangÕ jiu^, li` ye^ shiÕ bu` li` 
Sad that I met with the Yang Nine; the slaves really didnÕt exert themselves. 
��
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�9�-���I�¿�d
Â��	Ô�Ê�� ��
chu^ qiuÕ ying- qiÕ guan-, chuanÕ che- song` qiongÕ beiÕ 
The head of the prisoners of war was tied up and sent on the transport cart to the 
extreme north. 
��

Head of the prisoners of war:!!)+(!&C)+./!$2!/(-(//$%;!).!+$72(8-!+(/(919!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"@!I take the liberty here to interpret �Ú�Ü, literally Òthe sun and the moonÓ, as meaning 
the cosmos Ð the two most important celestial bodies being used as the symbol for the 
cosmos.  Chinese terms involving more than one character are composed of characters 
that can be words by themselves, and therefore often connote, besides the meaning of the 
term itself, meanings of that of the characters themselves.  So here one can take the term 
�Ú�Ü to mean both the cosmos as well as the sun and moon. 
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�{3É�Z�½�r�d�Ë�˜�”��
{ ��
ding^ guo` gan- ruÕ yiÕ, qiuÕ zhi- bu` ke^ deÕ 
The cauldron would have been sweet as syrup; I sought it but couldnÕt get it. 

 
�Õ�Ò.«	ú�æ�d�F	ë�H�Â
½ ��
yin- fangÕ qu` guiÕ huo^, chun- yuan` men` tian- hei- 
The dark room was silent with ghost fires; the spring garden was depressing with 
dark skies. 

 
�ì�X�•�S�Ö�d�R�Ò�þ
��. ��
niuÕ ji` tongÕ yi- zao`, ji- qi- feng` huangÕ shiÕ 
Cattle and the thoroughbred shared the same manger; the phoenix ate from the 
chickenÕs roost. 
 
Cattle and the thoroughbred; phoenixÉ chickenÕs roost: the author is comparing 
himself to the thoroughbred and the phoenix, and has to share lodgings with the unrefined, 
i.e. the cattle and chicken. 

 
�S�ƒ �†�ï�£�d�±�*�V�• �¬ ��
yi- zhao- mengÕ wu` lu`, fen` zuo` gou- zhong- jiÕ 
Should the dew and fog get to me one morning, my fate would have been that of a 
corpse cast into a ditch.20 
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The dew and fog get to me:  this phrase means becoming ill, probably also, by the Òdew 
and fogÓ, specifically meaning becoming ill from the moist, dank place in which he was 
imprisoned. 
 
�½�ä�Ž�+�|�d�õ�á���4�ø ��
ruÕ ci^ zai` hanÕ shu^, bai^ li` zi` pi` yi` 
I lived like that for another winter and summer, yet all the ailments21 stayed away 
from me22.  

��
�Ñ�Ô�2 �O���d�‰�¢�Ä�€
7 ��
ai- zai- ju^ ru` changÕ, weiÕ wo^ an- le` guoÕ 
How sad that a low, wet space23 is now my tranquil land! 

 
	É�Þ�ü�, �7�d�Õ
¢�”	•�� ��
qi^ you^ ta- miu` qiao^, yin- yangÕ bu` nengÕ zeiÕ  
There can be no other trickery ; neither Yin nor Yang can steal from me. 

 
�¥�ä	…	…�¯�d�ƒ
V	�
®�c ��
gu` ci^ geng^ geng^ zai`, yang^ shi` fuÕ yunÕ baiÕ 
With this in mind I am at peace; I look above to the floating white clouds. 

 

…
…�¢�Ð�J�d�•�Â�O�Þ�= ��
you- you- wo^ xin- you-, cang- tian- heÕ yoû jiÕ  
My heart is sad but relaxed; donÕt tell me that the blue sky has an end.24 

 
�j�[�Ú�Š�Ã�d�J�è�¯
V�÷ ��
zheÕ renÕ ri` yi^ yuan^, dian^ xingÕ zai` su` xi- 
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The philosophersÕ days are far from us; our models are in the past.25 

 
�,�§�•�ã�Ø �d���8�k�Y�
 ��
feng- yanÕ zhan^ shu- duÕ, gu^ dao` zhao` yanÕ se` 
Under the eaves I open the book and read; the ancient Way lights up my face. 
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